WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

against an enemy front which was watched, rather than
defended. It happened like this.

In the last days of the month of February 1937, by
order of my superior command, I went from Valencia to
the Extremefia region to study better methods of defence
on that Front. A few days later I received secret instruc-
tions from the Chief of the General Staff of the Ministry
to work out a plan for a double offensive there, the chief
object of which would have been the capture of Merida,
combined with a secondary action in the Tajo region,
above Oropesa. This would have been of extraordinary
strategic value, and if it were successful, and we could have
continued to advance towards Badajoz, it would have
put the enemy in a difficult situation, since the Andalucian
Army of the Nationalists would have been isolated from
the rest of Rebel Spain. Moreover, our action would have
obliged the enemy to hold up his victorious advance in
the north, where our situation was very serious, since
this region had been isolated and we could not reinforce
our army there with men or materials. I studied the
general situation, and was convinced that this was the
only really important operation which could change
things in favour of the Republican Army. I spent nearly
a month in working out this plan, and when I had finished
I went to Madrid to study on the spot the quality of the
reserve Brigades of the Central Army which, to the number
of seven, would take part in the action.

With all the information I needed to know, I went to
Valencia to inform my superior officers. Obeying
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